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BORDER SHUT 


U.S.-Canada will put stop 
to nonessential crossings. 


18-month virus 


By PETER BAKER and EILEEN SULLIVAN 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON - A federal govern- 
ment plan to combat the coronavirus 
warned policymakers last week that 
a pandemic “will last 18 months or 
longer” and could include “multiple 
waves,” resulting in widespread short- 
ages that would strain consumers and 
the nation’s health care system. 

The 100-page plan, dated Friday, the 
same day President Donald Trump 
declared a national emergency, laid 
out agrim prognosis for the spread of 
the virus and outlined a response that 
would activate agencies across the 
government and potentially employ 
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44° ++, 20° 
Rain turns to snow 
later tonight. B6 


2019 LOCAL NEWS XK PULITZER FINALIST 
GAS PLUMMETS A TAX REPRIEVE 
Falling oil sends gasoline IRS will give taxpayers 
below $2, could hit $1.40. extra 90 days to pay up. 


special presidential powers to mobi- 
lize the private sector. 

Amongthe “additional key federal 
decisions” listed among the options 
for Trump was invoking the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, a Korean War- 
era law that authorizes a president 
to take extraordinary action to force 
American industry to ramp up pro- 
duction of critical equipment and 
supplies such as ventilators, respi- 
rators and protective gear for health 
care workers. 

“Shortages of products may occur, 
impacting health care, emergency 
services, and other elements of criti- 
cal infrastructure,” the plan warned. 

See VIRUS on A7 > 


Associated Press 
President Trump signed a bill 
Wednesday night guarantee- 
ing leave for sick workers. 


LEAVE BILL PASSES 


Expansion of paid leave, 
jobless benefits approved. 
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‘Its awar’: Trump decides to 
invoke emergency powers 


By NICHOLAS FANDOS and EMILY 
COCHRANE New York Times 


WASHINGTON - The Trump admin- 
istration on Wednesday put the full 
machinery of government behind 
its response to the coronavirus pan- 
demic as it proposed the first details 
of a $1 trillion economic stabiliza- 
tion package, asking Congress for an 
extraordinary infusion of $500 billion 
for direct payments to taxpayers and 


Stranded abroad 


as borders close 


By JANET MOORE ° janet.moore@startribune.com 


Minnesotans stuck in far-flung places 
across the globe are growing increasingly 
frantic as they try to return home from coun- 
tries that have closed their borders in the wake 


of the global coronavirus pandemic. 


Many of them appear to be trapped in Peru 
and Morocco, but reports of stranded travelers 
have surfaced from China, Latvia, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Ecuador, according to U.S. Sen. 


Tina Smith, D-Minn. 


Some travelers converged on foreign air- 


ports before the shutdowns in the vain hope 


of securing airline tickets to the United States. 


Others have gathered outside of U.S. embas- 
sies and consulate offices in attempts to glean 


information about their immediate options. 


See ABROAD on A4> 


“There’s a ton of anxiety here.” 


Jonathan Du, of Austin, Texas, right, stranded in Peru 
with friend Dan West of Roseville 


ANTHONY SOUFFLE « anthony.souffle@startribune.com 
CLOSING: Mike Stevenson flipped the sign to closed at a Columbia Heights barber shop after learning that hair and nail salons were ordered to close. 


Closures increase 
risks for homeless 


By CHRIS SERRES, DAVID CHANEN 
and KATIE GALIOTO ° Star Tribune staff writers 


Homeless people in the Twin Cities and 
across the country have become double vic- 
tims to the coronavirus, left stranded in day- 
time as public places close and consigned at 
night to crowded shelters that are prime spots 
for contagion to spread. 

The Hennepin County Board has approved 
$3 million to quarantine at-risk homeless, and 
officials have begun moving older homeless 


residents from shelters to hotels regardless 


of whether they’re sick. 


Ramsey County will use up to $1.8 million 


from its general contingency account to set 
up two new quarantine and isolation facilities 


for the homeless. 
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See HOMELESS on A4> 


$500 billion in loans for businesses. 
President Donald Trump invoked 
a seldom-used wartime law that 
allows the government to press U.S. 
industry into service to ramp up pro- 
duction of medical supplies. He said 
he would send two military hospital 
ships to New York and California. He 
directed federal agencies to suspend 
all foreclosures and evictions until 
the end of April as the full economic 
See TRUMP on A7> 


Walz: Brace 


for longrun 
-and help 
one another 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


The breadth of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic in Minnesota became clearer 
Wednesday, as state authorities dis- 
closed that the 77 confirmed illnesses 
spanned 16 counties and affected 13 
health care workers, nine school 
workers, one school-age individual 
and one state legislative staffer. 

All the health care workers were 
likely infected during out-of-state 
travel, rather than during treatment 
of COVID-19 patients. State officials 
nonetheless said these cases reflect 
the urgent need for Minnesotans to 
follow public health guidelines that 
protect themselves and the health 
care workers who will be urgently 
needed if cases of COVID-19 surge. 

After a week of school suspen- 
sions, bar closures, stock drops and 
virus fears, state infectious disease 
director Kris Ehresmann said she is 
worried that “the public has not fully 
absorbed this message ... The most 
important thing people can do at this 
time is stay home if they are sick.” 

Gov. Tim Walz said Minnesotans 
should expect the battle against the 
virus to be “not a blizzard, but a win- 
ter” and that compliance with pub- 
lic health recommendations over the 
long haul will protect the most people 
from the outbreak. 

See MINNESOTA on A6 > 


Public masses suspended 
Twin Cities archdiocese will re-evalu- 
ate the decision in two weeks. B2 


On the front lines 
For first responders, social distancing 
is difficult to put into practice. B1 


Help for small businesses 
Minneapolis Fed chief suggests gov- 
ernment-backed forgivable loans. D1 


U.S. auto plants to shut down 
150,000 workers at GM, Ford and Fiat 
Chrysler will be temporarily idled. D1 
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